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Worship Services

 
Sunday, May 4, 11:00 am:  Creating a Culture of Care

 

Esther Hurlburt, M. Div. and candidate for UU ministry, will speak. This sermon is a prelude to our newly imagined Lay 
Caring Team, which will involve all UUCL members, and provide far more responsiveness to needs for concern and caring. 
There will be an opportunity to sign up for levels of participation, and trainings on lay pastoral care.  **There will also be a 
New Member Ingathering during the service** 
Worship Leader:  Esther Hurlburt.  Ushers:  TBA.  Greeters:  Howard Stovall and Sue Shannon.  Chalice Table:  Ellen Bush.  Board Member in Attendance:  Eric 
Huffer  

1st Sunday Lunch 
The May 4th lunch will be sponsored by the Greeters & Membership.  If you will be staying for the lunch, please bring a dish to share.   

Sunday, May 11, 11:00 am:   Mother s Day with Kenneth Anderson!

 

Kenneth Anderson is noted for his exceptionally rich bass-baritone voice, and powerful musical interpretations. Legendary 
activist and folksinger, Pete Seeger, has called him one in ten-thousand, reminding one of Paul Robeson.  There will also be 
a dedication  for Audrey Bennett, daughter of Cole & Michelle, and sister of Oliver! 
Worship Leader:  Rev. Cynthia Cain.  Ushers:  James & Charlesmarie Maxberry.  Greeters:  Andy & Terri Weber.  Chalice Table:  Shirley Dennis.  Board Member in 
Attendance:  Andrew Mooney.    

Sunday, May 18, 11:00 am:   Religious Exploration Celebration!

 

Take a journey through a year of RE in pictures.  Witness the progress of the Coming of Age youth and their Credo 
statements.  Prepare to be entertained and amazed. There will also be a dedication of Nick & Alexandra Rumford, son  & 
daughter of Sabrina & Rob. 
Worship Leader:  Stacey Stone.  Music:  Sally McCord.  Ushers:  Barbara Sherrod and Charles Faber.  Greeters:  Ginny & Richard Mason.  Chalice Table:  Martha 
Strossman.  Board Member in Attendance:  TBA.   

Sunday, May 25, 11:00 am:   White, Black And at War

 

For Memorial Day, we ll start with a look at Gen. Patton s all-Black brigade during WWII and other historic Black military 
groups; and consider the ever-present questions of race through the lens of the ever-present questions about war. 
Worship Leader:  Rev. Cynthia Cain.  Ushers:  Danielle Turpen and Mac Reid.  Greeters:  Jeanne Van Arsdall and Larry Iaquinta.  Chalice Table:  Marie Conger.  
Board Member in Attendance:  TBA   

Sunday, June 1, 10:00 am:   Flower Communion

 

The Flower Communion is a long-standing ritual tradition in Unitarian Universalism.  It helps bind us together and reminds 
us of the diversity and strength of our faith community.  Please bring a flower from your garden, or from a florist, to share 
with the congregation.   
Worship Leader:  Rev. Cynthia Cain.  Ushers:  TBA.  Greeters:  Howard Stovall and Sue Shannon.  Chalice Table:  Ellen Bush.  Board Member in Attendance:  TBA.  

** Summer Service Time:  Starting June 1st, Sunday Services will begin 10:00am** 
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Cynthesis:  That s Why I t s Called the WHITE House .  

Over my adult life, the question has come 
up:  Who do you think will become President first a 
woman or an African American?  Usually, the answer 
among people of my generation was neither, in 
my life time.  As I write, we are facing the 
situation many of us never imagined we d face!  
Equally possible at this juncture is that the answer may 
remain neither.

  

So much has been stirred up by this election.  
One would be remiss to ignore the undercurrents and the 
sub-texts of each accusation and speculation.  Whatever 
else he is, Barack Obama is still a Black man, as 
understood by Americans, and Hillary Clinton is still a 
White woman.  Beneath and hovering slightly above 
every casual remark and every carefully worded attack is 
that reality.  

And the big white lie we tell every day is that it 
isn t a big deal.  

But when we look at voter statistics in this 
primary, how else do we explain the fact that blue collar 
and working class white Americans continue to support 
Clinton; that older Americans support her; and that 
middle-aged white women flock to her?  There is sexism 
in some voters rejection of her, and there is undoubtedly 
racism in some voters rejection of Obama.  What 
interests me is our fear of facing this truth.  

White is our color for May.  We have two child 
dedications scheduled, and we have two Sundays planned 
where the discussion will touch upon race.  Since the 
overwhelming majority of our members and of Unitarian 
Universalists are white, (I prefer the term Caucasian, 
even though that s not exactly right either), it might be a 
good time for us to think about the notion of whiteness.  
The reason it has been used for baby dedications and   

weddings and that the Pope wears white is that it is 
associated with purity.  Yet we know now that 
white is not the absence of color but the blend of all 
colors of the spectrum in equal amounts.  My most 
vivid memory of reading Moby Dick  for the first time 
is of the chapter The Whiteness of the Whale, 

where Melville (a Unitarian) parses the many ways in 
which whiteness can evoke horror as well as peace and 
light.   

White people are not better; in fact, they are 
not even white!  Caucasian skin most likely evolved  from 
dark skin as humans progressed into colder latitudes and 
needed less pigment to absorb more Vitamin D.  And it 
would probably be difficult to find a white American 
who did not have Black, Asian, American Indian, or other 
ancestry somewhere.  So why all the fuss?  Unitarian 
Universalists have been among the first of the faith groups 
to deconstruct these questions and to grapple with the 
uncomfortable answers.  I hope we can continue to do so, 
and not let the Big White Lie, that racism is a thing of the 
past, keep us silent.  

Meanwhile, whether you are white, Black, or 
Brown, you might enjoy a website called 
www.stuffwhitepeoplelike.wordpress.com.  The list, 
delivered with humor and honesty, includes coffee, 
farmers markets, Yoga, Toyota Prius, and Barack 
Obama. See you in church!  

With love,  Cynthia 

PS. Our own Heather Carpenter, graduate of Vanderbilt 
Divinity School, will preach on this topic during the 
summer!  Stay tuned

   

UU 101  June 1 
Visitors are welcome to join Sarah Herbener, UUCL's 
Membership Coordinator, in the conference room at 
11:30 am for a brief "UU 101" class!  No need to RSVP -
- just show up.  We'll spend about an hour talking about 
Unitarian Universalism in general and about the life and 
work of our congregation.  This is a great way to begin 
learning about our church and to get any questions that 
you might have answered!  We hope to see you there.  If 
you have any questions before June 1, email Sarah at 
membership@uucl.org. 

 


